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SUMMARY of CHANGE 

3d US Infantry Regiment 

TOG Soldier Handbook (Blue Book) 

 

This major revision, dated 15 OCT 2025ð 

 

Å Updates Regimental Commanderôs Standing Guidance, TOG Priorities (The Big 

6), and Principles (pgs. 5, 7-8). 

Å Updates 55 campaign streamers to Historical Overview of the Regiment (pg. 9). 

Å Updates Grooming Standards for Male and Female Soldiers (pg. 10). 

Å Adds ETP for females to use front pocket of Ceremonial or Rehearsal uniform for 

cell phone communication and ID on required rehearsals and missions (para 

3.C.1.). 

Å Adds uniform guidance while conducting duties on the TUS plaza and US Capitol 
Building (para 3.C.2.). 

Å Adds guidance for wristwatches for NCOICs on missions (para 3.C.3.). 

Å Removes outdated tattoo guidance (chap 3). 

Å Adds Chapter 3.D. Military Customs and Courtesy. 

Å Adds Improved Hot Weather Combat Uniform (IHWCU) as an authorized daily 

uniform (para 4.A.1.). 

Å Removes reflective belt guidance and updates photos (chaps 4.B., 4.C., 4.D.). 

Å Updates guidance for wear of Unit Level Gear and runnerôs belts (para 4.B.1.). 

Å Removes the Ceremonial Class B uniform (previously chap 5.C.). 

Å Adds guidance for uniforms worn on CAC missions, to include CNO/CAO and off-

post funerals (chaps 5 and 8). 

Å Adds sixth Army Superior Unit Award (ASUA) earned by 4th BN received on 

18NOV22 for performance conducted 16JUN6-31DEC18 (para 5.A.11., Annex I). 

Å Updates order of precedence of Identification Badges from DA PAM 670-1 (para 

5.A.11.). 

Å Adds guidance for alignment of unit awards on female Officer and NCO 

Ceremonial Blues (fig 5-12, 5-14). 

Å Updates incorrect measurements on Ceremonial and Personal Blues (fig 5-12, 5-

13, 5-14, 8-4, 8-5, 8-6, 8-7). 

Å Expands inclement weather uniform guidance (chap 7.C.1.). 

Å Adds guidance for Army Green Service Uniform (AGSU) (chaps 7.B., 8.B., 8.D.). 

Å Adds guidance for female ASU and AGSU Class B tuck-out shirts (chaps 7.A.6., 

7.B.6., 8.C.2.). 
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SUMMARY of CHANGE (cont.) 

 

Å Updates guidance for mounted optics (Annex A). 

Å Updates guidance for TOG Attire (Annex B). 

Å Expands guidance for medal rack construction (Annex D). 

Å Expands information for TOG Crest (Annex F). 

Å Updates verbiage in first paragraph of Customs and Traditions of The Old Guard 
(Annex J). 

Å Adds map of JBM-HH (Annex P). 

Å Adds a list of references with hyperlinks (Annex S): 

o US Army Blue Book (2024) 

o CERSOP (2019) 

o MASOP (2023) 

o TC-3-21.5 Drill and Ceremonies (2021) 

o AR 600-25 Salutes, Honors, and Courtesy (2019) 

o AR 840-10 Flags, Guidons, Streamers, Tabards, and Automobile and 

Aircraft Plates (2023) 

o AR 670-1 Wear and Appearance of Army Uniforms and Insignia (2021) 

o DA PAM 670-1 Guide to the Wear and Appearance of Army Uniforms and 

Insignia (2021) 

o AD 2025-18 ï Appearance, Grooming, and Army Body Composition 

Program Standards 
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Chapter 2: Historical Overview of the Regiment 

  The 3d U.S. Infantry, traditionally known as ñThe Old Guard,ò is the oldest active-duty 

infantry unit in the Army, serving our Nation since 1784. 

  The Old Guard is the Armyôs official ceremonial unit and escort to the President, and it 

also provides security for Washington, D.C., in time of national emergency or civil 

disturbance. 

  The unit received its unique name from General Winfield Scott during a victory parade 

at Mexico City in 1847 following its valorous performance in the Mexican War. Fifty-two 

campaign streamers attest to the 3d Infantryôs long history of service, which spans from 

the Battle of Fallen Timbers to World War II, Vietnam, and the War on Terror. 

  Since World War II, The Old Guard has served as the official Army Honor Guard and 

escort to the President. In that capacity, 3d Infantry Soldiers are responsible for 

conducting military ceremonies at the White House, the Pentagon, national memorials 

and elsewhere in the nationôs capital. In addition, Soldiers of The Old Guard maintain a 

24-hour vigil at the Tomb of the Unknowns, provide military funeral escorts at Arlington 

National Cemetery and participate in parades at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall and 

Fort Lesley J. McNair. 

  The black-and-tan ñbuff strapò worn on the left shoulder by each member of the 3d 

Infantry is a replica of the knapsack strap used by 19th century predecessors of the unit to 

display its distinctive colors and distinguish its members from other Army units. The 

present buff strap continues to signify an Old Guard Soldierôs pride in personal 

appearance and precision performance that has marked the unit for 200 years. 

  A further distinction of The Old Guard is the time-honored custom of passing in-review 

with fixed bayonets at all parades. This practice, officially sanctioned by the War 

Department in 1922, dates to the Mexican War in 1847 when the 3d Infantry led a 

successful bayonet charge against the enemy at Cerro Gordo. Today, this distinction is 

still reserved for The Old Guard alone.  
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Chapter 3: Individual Standards 

Old Guard Soldiers are a representative of The Old Guard and the United States 
Army to our country and the world. As the "Face of the Armyò, Old Guard Soldiers 

are expected to always uphold the following individual standards. 
 

3.A. Male Grooming Standard. Every male Soldier 

in the regiment is expected to have a fresh hair cut 

once per week. Soldiers will always maintain a 

haircut of no lower than a medium skin fade with no 

sideburns or facial hair, freshly groomed before each 

ceremonial mission. The bulk of the hair at the top of 

the scalp will not exceed 2 inches, and the bulk of 

the hair at the sides of the head will not exceed 1 

inch. For ceremonies, memorial affairs, and testing 

conditions, no hair will be visible below the bottom of 

the ceremonial cap as worn parallel to the marching 

surface. Reference AD 2025-18 (Annex S). 

 

3.B. Female Grooming Standard. Females will 

ensure that their hair is neatly groomed and does 

not present a ragged, unkept appearance or 

interfere with proper wear of military headgear. 

Bangs must remain above the eyebrows and no 

shorter than the middle of the forehead. Buns will be 

worn on the back of the head and may not extend 

more than 3 inches from the scalp; this is the only 

authorized style for wear in ceremonial or dress 

uniforms. Braids, locs, twists, or cornrows may be 

uniformly styled and gathered into braids or a single 

ponytail to ensure a cohesive appearance. Hair-

holding devices will be conservative and closely match the wearerôs hair color. Hair will 

be neatly and inconspicuously fastened or secured in either a bun, singular ponytail, two 

braids, or singular braid and must be worn down the center of the back; braids must be 

parallel to each other and equal in length and width. Ponytails and braids must not be 

longer than 6 inches past the top of the collar, and are only authorized with the APFU and 

ACU. Makeup and coloring or dyeing of the hair is authorized using only natural shades 

and natural highlights. Clear or skin-tone lip gloss is authorized; lipstick is unauthorized. 

Clear is the only authorized nail polish, and fingernails will be no longer than 1/4 inch 

above the tip of the finger. Reference AD 2025-18 (Annex S). 

3.1 

3.2 



13 
 

Chapter 3: Individual Standards 

3.C. Additional Individual Standards 

3.C.1. Uniforms will be serviceable, properly fitted, and clean at all times. Articles carried 

in pockets (e.g. wallets, mobile phones and keys) will not protrude or present a bulky 

appearance and will not be carried in the front pockets of any ceremonial uniform. These 

items may be worn and carried to rehearsals by key personnel (COT, Staff, etc.) but must 

be taken off while engaged in the actual rehearsal. Female Soldiers may use front 

pockets to carry ID or cell phone on rehearsals and missions that require their use. 

3.C.2. Old Guard Soldiers will wear TOG Attire, Personal Class B, or the Rehearsal Class 

B uniform at minimum while performing duties on the plaza of the Tomb of the Unknowns, 

or on the grounds of the U.S. Capitol building. Shoes with steels are not permitted inside 

the U.S. Capitol building or on the outer steps. 

3.C.3. Wristwatches may be worn on either wrist while in the Personal Class B or 

Rehearsal Class B uniform by Platoon Sergeant and above. NCOICs are authorized to 

wear wristwatches in the Ceremonial Blues uniform during missions for the purpose of 

timing cues. The wristwatch will be conservative in nature. Wristwatches are authorized 

with the duty uniform, TOG Attire or civilian clothes. Metallic remembrance bracelets will 

follow the same guidance as wristwatches. 

3.C.4. Small inconspicuous rings are the only items of jewelry authorized for wear with 

the ceremonial uniforms. Soldiers may wear a maximum of two rings in uniform; a 

wedding set counts as one ring. Earrings are unauthorized in any ceremonial or rehearsal 

uniform. 

3.C.5. Eyeglasses worn on duty will be those procured through Army medical channels, 

or conservative in style. The wearing of faddish eyeglasses, such as with tinted lenses, 

logos or initials, is not authorized. Eyeglasses will not be worn in any ceremonial or 

rehearsal uniform. 

3.C.6. Sunglasses may be worn while in duty uniform but will not be worn in formation or 

APFU. Sunglasses are not authorized for wear while in any ceremonial or rehearsal 

uniform. 

3.C.7. Civilian clothing will be neat, clean, and conservative. Uniform items and civilian 

clothing will not be mixed except as provided in AR 670-1. T-shirts will not have 

derogatory, profane, racist, or lewd pictures, slogans, or comments on them, as these 

reflect poorly on the Regiment and the Army as a whole. 
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Chapter 3: Individual Standards 

3.D. Military Customs and Courtesy 

3.D.1. All Soldiers are required to have knowledge of Regimental history and memorize 

The Old Guard Creed. 

3.D.2. Old Guard Soldiers will render proper military courtesies when encountering 

Officers and Noncommissioned Officers. While saluting, Soldiers will proudly sound off 

with ñAmericaôs Regiment, Sir/Maôam!ò Officers will respond with ñFix Bayonets.ò Saluting 

Officers is appropriate on duty and off, in uniform or TOG Attire, and both on post and in 

the field. When encountering Noncommissioned Officers, TOG Soldiers will render the 

greeting of the day or ñAmericaôs Regiment.ò 

3.D.3. Old Guard Soldiers will render proper honors showing respect to the National 

Anthem and Colors. Courtesies will be rendered both on and off duty and in and out of 

uniform. Soldiers in civilian clothes will face the flag at attention, or music if flag is 

unseen, with their right hand over their heart. Remove headgear when applicable. This 

guidance also applies to ñReveilleò, ñRetreatò and ñTo the Colorsò, and during 

ceremonial rehearsals. 

3.D.4. When in the dining facility, the first Soldier seeing the Regimental Commander or 

CSM, Division Commander or CSM, or higher, should call "At Ease!" so that their 

presence is known, and necessary action can be taken. The senior dining facility OIC or 

NCOIC should report to the Commander or CSM. 

3.D.5. When a Commander or senior Officer enters a room/area, the first Soldier seeing 

them should call "Attention!". When a senior NCO enters a room/area, "At Ease!" is 

sounded. 

3.D.6. Old Guard Soldiers will not walk and talk while operating a cell phone in uniform, to 

include speakerphone. A Bluetooth earpiece is only authorized for wear in uniform while 

driving a POV. 

3.D.7. Old Guard Soldiers will not walk and smoke or vape while in uniform. Soldiers will 

utilize designated smoking areas. 

3.D.8. Old Guard Soldiers will not walk and eat or drink while in uniform. 
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CHAPTER 4: Daily Duty Uniform Standards 

4.A. Army Combat Uniform (ACU) 

4.A.1. Unless otherwise directed, the daily uniform in The 

Old Guard is the Army Combat Uniform (ACU) or 

Improved Hot Weather Combat Uniform (IHWCU). 

Soldiers will not mix the outer elements of the IHWCU 

and ACU. Both uniforms will be worn IAW DA PAM 670-1. 

4.A.2. A maximum of three skill tabs may be worn with 

the ACU. Skill tabs will be placed centered on the left 

shoulder pocket; order of precedence is IAW DA PAM 

670-1. 

4.A.3. Skill badges will be worn IAW DA PAM 670-1.  

Example Diagrams are provided below. 

  

4.3 

4.4 4.2 

4.1 
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CHAPTER 4: Daily Duty Uniform Standards 

4.B. Army Physical Fitness Uniform (APFU) 

4.B.1. The APFU will be worn in accordance with the following guidance:  

Å APFUs will be neat, clean, loose fitting, and free of holes. 

Å Only white or black, calf length or ankle (must cover the ankle bone) socks are 
worn. Socks with logos are not authorized. 

Å Sunglasses will not be worn. 

Å Black is the only authorized color for runnerôs belts, gloves and fleece cap in the 

physical fitness uniform. Runnerôs belts may not exceed 4 inches in width. 

Å The APFU may be modified or worn for special situations when required (e.g., 
athletic competitions, details, garrison activities during the summer). 

Å The APFU will not be mixed with civilian attire while conducting PT or on duty. 

Å Unit level gear (shirts, sweatshirts, etc.) is permitted. 

Å Company leadership will ensure uniformity and use weather conditions to 
determine exactly what uniform variation to apply.   

4.B.2. Examples are provided below but do not include all possible options. 

 

 

  

4.5 4.6 4.7 
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CHAPTER 4: Daily Duty Uniform Standards 

4.C. Conditioning Foot March 

Uniform 

4.C.1. The conditioning foot march 

uniform consists of the following: 

1.  APFU (Seasonal as desired) 

2.  Ruck or Assault Pack 

3.  Hydration system 

4.  Boot Socks 

5.  Tan Suede Combat Boots 

6.  Additional items authorized for           

wear: IOTV, FLC 

4.C.2. When able, leaders will 

adhere to guidance offered in Field 

Manual 21-18 - Procedures and 

Techniques of Foot Marches. 

 

 

4.D. Tactical Foot March Uniform 

4.D.1. The tactical foot march uniform consists of the 

following: 

1. Army Combat Uniform (Includes rank and all patches) 

2. Ruck or Assault Pack 

3. Hydration system 

4. Headgear 

5. Additional items authorized for wear: IOTV, FLC, and 

assigned Weapon or Rubber Duck  

4.D.2. When able, leaders will adhere to guidance offered in 

Field Manual 21-18 - Procedures and Techniques of Foot 

Marches. 

 

(OPERATIONAL WEAPONS WILL NOT BE TAKEN 

OFF POST!) 

  

4.8 4.9 

4.10 
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CHAPTER 4: Daily Duty Uniform Standards 

4.E. Units Authorized Special Uniforms 

4.E.1. Certain units, positions, and missions require special uniforms or modification of 

ceremonial uniforms. Color teams, casket teams, and firing parties wear a modified 

version of the Ceremonial Blue uniform that is required for their specific responsibilities. 

The MASOP and CERSOP outline specifics regarding modified ceremonial uniforms.  

4.E.2. Some special units within The Old Guard have unique uniform requirements. 

These units include: TUS, TOGFDC, USADT, CCG, PCD, CINC, and MPs. If assigned to 

one of these units, refer to its internal SOP regarding uniform regulation.  

  

4.11 4.12 4.13 

4.14 4.15 4.16 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 

5.A. Ceremonial Blues (Default Ceremonial Uniform) 

5.A.1. The Ceremonial Blue Uniform is the principle ceremonial uniform for all Old Guard 

Soldiers unless assigned as a member of the Commander in Chiefôs Guard, the Fife and 

Drum Corps, Caisson Platoon or the Continental Color Guard, and will be worn during all 

Arlington National Cemetery funerals and ceremonies conducted by The Old Guard. This 

uniform is not authorized to be worn for CAC missions (CNO/CAO, or off-post funerals). 

5.A.2. The Ceremonial Blue Uniform Consists of the following items: 

Å Dark Blue Wool Blouse (pg. 20) 

Å Light Blue Wool Trousers w/ Gold Stripe (pg. 22) 

Å White Suspenders (pg. 22) 

Å Full Size Awards and Decorations (pg. 23-24) 

Å White Short-sleeved shirt (pg. 29) 

Å Black Necktie (pg. 29) 

Å White Undershirt (pg. 29) 

Å Male Blue Service Cap (pg. 30) 

Å Chin Strap (as required) (pg. 30) 

Å Ceremonial Belt (C-Belt) (pg. 31) 

Å Saber/Sword and Scabbard (pg. 32) 

Å Frog (pg. 32) 

Å White Gloves (pg. 29) 

Å High Gloss Shoes w/ Steel Taps (pg. 31) 

Å Black Dress Socks 

Å Back Support Belt (as required)  

5.A.4. The uniform items listed above will be outlined 

in detail on the following pages. 

5.A.5. Inclement weather ceremonial uniform 

standards will be outlined in the following chapter.   

5.A.6. Nameplates will not be worn with the 

Ceremonial Blue uniform. 

5.A.7. Modifications to this uniform are permissible under certain ceremonial 

circumstances.  For example: OIC/NCOIC of Army Honors Funerals are not required to 

wear the saber/sword.  If such conditions exist, refer to the MASOP or CERSOP as 

appropriate for further clarification. 

  

5.1 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.A.8.  The ceremonial blouse must be worn in accordance with the following guidance:  

Å A properly fitted blouse will present a snug, crisp appearance in the upper torso 
without restricting the movement of the arms and shoulders. 

Å Left and right sides of the blouse must freely close with a slight overlap of the 
bottom of both lapels. 

Å Bottom edges of the blouse must be even in length when buttoned. 

Å Rear center vent should remain closed when wearing the c-belt. 

Å The bottom edge of the blouse will fall between the knuckle of the thumb and the 
knuckles of the c-fist of the wearer when standing at attention. 

Å Enlisted Soldiers will wear service stripes on the left sleeve. 

Å All members will wear the appropriate number of Overseas Service Bars on the 
right sleeve. 

Å Soldiers in the ranks of SPC and below will not wear rank on the sleeves of the 
blouse. NCOs will wear rank chevrons on the sleeves. 

Å Officers will wear rank and branch appropriate shoulder boards. 

Å The length of the sleeve must fall between the tip of the thumb and the beginning of 

the palm. 

Å There must be room to blouse the jacket and close in the front and back. 

Å It must be free of dirt, stains, lint, rips, tears and open seams. 

Å Sleeve cuffs fall between base of palm and first joint of thumb. 

Å Sleeves must have no rolls or railroad tracks. 

 

 

 

5.2 5.3 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 

Å There must be one inch stitching at the top on the sleeve (from the seam); sewn 
properly. 

Å The HONOR GUARD Tab centered on left sleeve, 1/2 inch below shoulder seam, 
the material around the tab should not be puckered. 

Å Pocket flaps must be flat with no press marks on or under flap. 

Å Lapels must be pressed flat with no roll in the front or shiny edges. 

Å Pleats must have one-inch stitching at the top (from the seam). 

Å Pleats must not have rolls and be 2 to 2.5 inches wide at the bottom and taper up to 

0.5 at the shoulder. 

Å There must be no pin holes or press marks anywhere on the blouse. 

Å Blouse must not give a fuzzy appearance. 

Å There must be no excess strings, dirt, stains, lint, rips, tears or open seams on the 
blouse. 

Å Stitch-witch must not be visible and is only allowed on top pockets; must be unable 

to fit finger underneath. 

5.A.9. Refer to the (CERSOP) ceremonial testing grade sheets if further clarification is 

required. 

  

5.4 5.5 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 

5.A.10. Trousers must be worn in accordance with the following guidance: 

Å Trousers will be fitted and worn with the lower edge of the waistband at the top of 
the hipbone, plus or minus 1/2 inch. 

Å Trousers will be cut at a diagonal line to reach a point at the top edge of the sole in 
the back (West Point Cut).  

Å Suspenders will be worn to secure the trousers; the back support belt, if worn, will 
be worn over the suspenders. 

Å Back left pocket is buttoned. 

Å The front crease of the trousers will touch the top of the second eyelet with no more 
than one fold and the back touches the heel. 

Å Trousers must be free of dirt, stains, lint, rips, tears and open seams. 

Å Press on front must extend from the bottom edge through the waistline without 
railroad tracks. 

Å Press on the rear will go from the bottom of each leg and terminate in an inverted V 
at the bottom of the center-rear belt loop. 

Å No press marks will be visible. 

Å Gold stripe must be free of wrinkles. 

Å Glue is removed from the inside of the pants to assist in preventing a double crease 
or ñrailroad tracksò. 

  

5.6 5.7 5.8 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 

5.A.11. Awards and decorations must be worn in 

accordance with the following guidance: 

Å Reference all measurements and placement 
of brass IAW Annex A, Tabs A and B and AR-

670-1. 

Å Medals and unit awards will be centered 
above the pocket measured from left to right. 

Å Medals racks must be between 1 1/2 and 1 

5/8 inches in length, with shiny side facing out 

and lines pointing down. A minimum of 10 

ribbons is required to wear medals in rows of 

four; there must be a minimum of two rows of 

four. 

Å Appurtenances will not be worn on medals except for Valor (V) devices. 

Å The top of the first row of medals will be placed 1/2 inch above the breast pocket; 

subsequent rows will be 5/8 inch above the previous row. 

Å One class I badge may be worn and up to two class II-IV badges may be worn 

above the medals; no more than three badges, class I-IV will be worn in total. 

Å Class IV badges may be worn in any order. 

Å If, when worn, badges extend beyond the seam under the epaulette, one or more 
must be removed. 

Å The first badge will be placed 1/4 inch above the top row of medals; subsequent 
badges will be spaced 1/2 inch apart. 

Å If more than half of the badge is obscured by the lapel, the wearer has the option of 

aligning everything with the outside edge of the medals; if wearer has only one 

badge, it will be worn centered. If one item is aligned, then all items on that side will 

be aligned. However, if you left align you do not necessarily have to right align. 

Each side of the blouse should be evaluated independently. 

Å Breast pocket button will be removed if wearer has a medals rack that covers the 
buttonhole. For example, 1 or 3 as a bottom row.  If the buttonhole is visible, the 

Soldier will wear a button. 

  

5.9 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 

Å All Identification badges will be worn on the pocket IAW AR 670-1. 

Å Combat Service Identification Badge (CSIB), if authorized, will be worn centered on 
the right pocket; personnel may wear no more than two identification badges on 

one pocket. When two identification badges are worn on the same side or pocket, 

the precedence of the badges is from the wearerôs right (highest) to left (lowest).  

Å The order of precedence for this group is as follows: 

1. Presidential Service ID Badge 

2. Vice Presidential Service ID Badge 

3. Secretary of Defense ID Badge 

4. Joint Chiefs of Staff ID Badge 

5. Combat Service ID Badge 

6. Army Staff ID Badge 

7. Guard, Tomb of the Unknowns ID Badge 

8. Military Horseman ID Badge 

9. Drill Sergeant ID Badge 

10. U.S. Army Recruiter ID Badge 

11. Master Gunner ID Badge 

12. Army Career Counselor ID Badge 

13. Recruiting & Retention ID Badge (ARNG) 

14. Instructor ID Badge 

Å Infantry personnel will wear the blue Infantry cord on the right shoulder with the 
knot worn to the rear; For enlisted Soldiers it will be attached to the epaulette 

button. 

Å Once earned, the buff strap will be worn on the left shoulder with the two buff 
leather straps to the front. The buff strap will be secured under the epaulette with a 

single ribbon rack, so that 1/4 inch of black shows to the first buff section in front. 

This is for all uniforms that the buff strap is worn on. 

Å Unit awards are placed with the laurel leaves on the borders forming a ñVò; they are 
placed 1/8 inch above the pocket and centered. All TOG Soldiers will wear 

Regimental approved Citations (2 Valorous Unit Awards, 5 Meritorious Unit 

Commendations, and 6 Army Superior Unit Awards) plus personal awarded 

citations. 

Å Regimental Distinctive Insignia (RDI) is worn 1/4 inch above the unit or foreign 
awards, centered on the awards and the pocket unless it is obscured by the lapel in 

which case it may be aligned to the right on the outside edge of the unit awards. 

  

5.10 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 
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 рΦммΥ aŀƭŜ hŶŎŜǊ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ 5ƛŀƎǊŀƳ 
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CHAPTER 5: Ceremonial Uniform Standards 
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κ п м έ 

Align top of unit citations 

generally even with top 

of first row of medals 

 рΦмнΥ CŜƳŀƭŜ hŶŎŜǊ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ 5ƛŀƎǊŀƳ 
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Align top of unit citations 

generally even with top 

of first row of medals 

/ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ 
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5.A.15. The white button-down shirt must be worn in 

accordance with the following guidance: 

Å A clean white t-shirt will be worn underneath the 

white shirt. 

Å The shirt must fit snugly with no discernable gap 
between the top front and the neck. 

Å It must be free of dirt, stains, lint, rips, tears and 
open seams. 

Å The collar pressed flat along the seam. 

Å The front of the shirt must be pressed flat and 
without wrinkles. 

5.A.16. The necktie must be worn in accordance with the following guidance:  

Å Knot must be a double Windsor. 

Å Tie must cover the top button of 
the shirt and without a gap 

between the tie and top of white 

shirt. 

Å Tie must be free of dirt, stains, 
lint, rips, tears and open seams. 

Å Only the front length of the tie 
will be visible. 

Å A conservative tie tack/clasp 
may be worn if centered 

horizontally; tie tack must not 

be visible with the blouse is 

worn. 

5.A.16. White gloves must be worn in accordance 

with the following guidance: 

Å No wrinkles or extra material at tips of fingers. 

Å All tags removed. 

Å Cuffs folded into themselves so bottom edge of 
gloves falls between wrist bone and base of 

palm. 

Å Free of dirt, stains, lint, rips, tears and open 
seams.  

  

5.15 

5.17 

5.16 
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5.A.17. The blue service cap will be worn in accordance 

with the following guidance:  

Å Fit should be snug around the head and bottom 
edge parallel to the marching surface. 

Å Cap brass will face straight ahead, not towards 
the ground. 

Å Cap will be free of dirt, stains, lint, rips, tears and 
open seams. 

Å No fingerprints, film, or smudges on bill. 

Å Bill should be shaped to frame the wearers face; 

no sharp angles are allowed. 

Å Chinstrap must be parallel with branch band, 

tightened and immobile. 

Å Chinstrap must be pinned down at all four ends 
(Officer) or front two ends (Enlisted) to inhibit it 

from moving out of position.  

Å All ends should have a flush appearance in line 

with the service cap. 

Å Branch band must be serviceable and parallel 

with service cap; no waves. 

Å There will be no fingerprints, smudges, or 
scratches on brass. 

Å Eagles will face straight up and down and be hand 
tightened to limit of advance; unable to turn. 

Å Buildup must be present and correct and will not 
be excessive in height or bulge at the top. 

Å Laminated ANC Map must be inside the service 
cap (see Annex O). 

5.A.18. The chinstrap will be worn in accordance with 

the following guidance:  

Å Chinstrap will be properly sized to fit the contour 
of each individualôs face. When worn, the tabs on 

the chinstraps will be in contact with each other. 

Å The triangle tips on the rear chinstrap will be clipped to give a flush streamlined 
appearance. 

 

5.18 

5.20 

5.19 
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5.A.19. The ceremonial belt will be worn in accordance with the following guidance: 

Å The C-belt will provide a tight fit; the belt should be tight enough to support the full 
weight of the bayonet or saber/sword without sagging; the blouse should not move 

while performing manual of arms. 

Å The bayonet scabbard will be worn over the left hip and centered on the gold stripe 
of the trousers. 

Å Buckle will be worn between the third and fourth button down. 

Å Keepers will be 2 inches from the buckle, as worn, measured from the top and 
bottom edges of the buckle to the gold of the keeper. Keepers will be pinned down 

on both top and bottom with a flat head, straight pin, which is not visible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.A.20. High gloss shoes will be worn in accordance with the following guidance: 

Å All dirt and grass will be removed 
from soles, top edges, and cracks 

between the soles and the taps.  

Å Shoes will be freshly dyed and 
edge-dressed one day prior to 

ceremonies. 

Å Shoes will be wiped clean to a high, 
haze-free shine. 

Å Laces will be tucked in the tops of the shoes. 

Å Taps will not be excessively worn. If worn into sole the shoe should be exchanged.  

  

5.21 

5.22 

5.23 
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5.A.21. The saber/sword and scabbard will be worn in accordance with the following 

guidance: 

Å There will be no rust, fingerprints, dirt, film, or dullness on sword/saber or 
scabbard. 

Å Sword will be fully pushed down into frog (NCO). 

Å Ceremonial frog and scabbard chain with the guard of the saber to the rear and 
closed (Officer). 

Å Frog must be positioned to intersect the rear-left pocket; black out button. 

Å When standing at attention in the ñcarry saberò position, the tip will reach a point 
adjacent to the lowest portion of the external ear opening and extend no further 

than the midpoint of the external ear opening.  

  

5.24 

5.25 
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5.B. Modified Ceremonial Uniform Examples 

5.B.1. Due to the nature of their responsibilities some groups require a modified 

ceremonial uniform. These groups include: 

Å S&T Bearers 

Å Army Color Guard 

Å Casket Teams 

Å Firing Parties 

5.B.2. Examples of modified ceremonial uniforms are listed below: 

5.26 5.27 5.28 

5.26 Individuals bearing 

colors will wear the 

standard ceremonial with 

the following modifications: 

¶ [Remove] Awards and 

Decorations  

¶ [Add] Patent Leather 

Color Harness (Guards 

will not wear harness) 

¶ [Add] Chinstrap 

5.27 Individuals assigned 

to casket missions will 

wear the standard 

ceremonial uniform with the 

following modifications: 

¶ [Remove] Ceremonial 

belt 

5.28 Individuals assigned 

to casket missions will 

wear the standard 

ceremonial uniform with the 

following modifications: 

¶ [Remove] Ceremonial 

belt 
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6.A. Ceremonial Uniform w/ All-Weather Coat 

6.A.1. The decision authority for this uniform depends on the exact circumstances 

outlined in the CERSOP and MASOP (see Annex S). Please refer to the appropriate 

document to determine proper approval authority. 

6.A.2. At its core, the All-Weather Coat is a modification to the Ceremonial Blue uniform 

due to external factors. It is still a ceremonial uniform and requires the same level of 

preparation and attention to detail in its preparation. 

6.A.3. The Ceremonial Uniform w/ All-Weather Coat consists of the following items: 

Å All-Weather Coat 

Å Black Undershirt 

Å Service Cap w/ Rain Cover 

Å Chin Strap (If Necessary) 

Å Ceremonial Belt  

Å Trousers  

Å White Suspenders  

Å White Gloves  

Å High-Gloss Shoes w/ Steel Taps 

Å Black Dress Socks 

Å Buff Strap 

Å Shoulder or Collar Rank 

Å Sword/Saber and Scabbard  

6.A.4. Uniform items that are unique to this uniform 

will be outlined on the following pages. Use 

references above to for details on other uniform items.  

6.A.5. The All-Weather Coat will be worn in accordance with the following guidance: 

Å Coat will be worn with the flap closed; flap will be worn underneath the front of the 
coat. Proper fit will be ensured to alleviate open gaps at the top of the collar. 

Å Enlisted Soldiers will wear gold rank on the collar; rank will be placed one inch 
from the point of the collar and centered. 

Å NCOs will wear the black shoulder board rank. 

Å Officers will wear non-subdued rank on the epaulettes; placed one half inch from 

the shoulder seam (measured from the center) and centered left to right. 

 

 

 

6.1 
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Å Casket teams and firing parties will wear the cloth belt through the belt loops on 
the coat; the excess of the belt will be tucked under itself and placed in the cloth 

loop. The plastic buckle will be centered on the body. All other Soldiers will wear 

the ceremonial belt. 

Å Undergarments will not be visible. 

Å The buff strap will be worn on the left shoulder. 

Å Male and Female Soldiers will wear the Male Ceremonial Cap with rain cover. 

Å Insignia is worn on the outside of the Ceremonial Capôs rain cover.  

6.A.6. Examples are shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 
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6.B. Ceremonial Uniform w/ Blue Overcoat, Service Cap, and Steels 

6.B.1. The decision authority for this uniform depends on the exact circumstances 

outlined in the CERSOP and MASOP (see Annex S). Please refer to the appropriate 

document to determine proper approval authority. 

6.B.2. At its core, the overcoat is a modification to the ceremonial blue uniform due to 

external factors. It is still a ceremonial uniform and requires the same level of preparation 

and attention to detail in its preparation.  

6.B.3. The Ceremonial Uniform w/ Blue Overcoat, 

Service Cap, and Steels consists of the following items: 

Å Service Cap 

Å Blue Overcoat 

Å Black Undershirt 

Å Ceremonial Belt  

Å White Suspenders 

Å Trousers  

Å White Gloves  

Å High-Gloss shoes w/ Steel Taps  

Å Dress Socks 

Å Scarf 

6.B.4. Uniform items that are unique to this uniform will 

be outlined on the following pages. Use references 

above for details on other uniform items.  

6.B.5. The Ceremonial Uniform w/ Overcoat, Service Cap, and Steels will be worn with 

the following guidance: 

Å The buttons under the collar of the overcoat should be removed and collar pressed 

flat. 

Å A black t-shirt will be worn underneath; the collar pulled down and taped to prevent 

exposure. 

Å The issued white shirt and tie may be worn under the overcoat as a command 

option. If worn, the collar will be open, and the tie loosened to prevent exposure; 

the white t-shirtôs collar will be pulled down and taped to prevent exposure. 

Å Undergarments will not be visible. 

Å Corporals and above will wear rank on the sleeves of the overcoat. 

Å The overcoat will be worn with the lapels open. 

 

6.7 
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Å Buttons will be aligned in rows perpendicular with the ground; eagles on the buttons 
will be correctly oriented and secured with safety pins. 

Å Casket team and firing parties will wear the blue cloth belt through the belt loops on 
the overcoat; the excess of the belt will be tucked under itself and placed in the blue 

cloth loop. The plastic blue buckle will be centered on the body. All other Soldiers 

will wear the ceremonial belt. 

Å If the overcoat is removed and the black windbreaker is worn, the white scarf will 

also be worn. 

Å The buff strap will be worn on the left shoulder; for officers it will be attached to the 
should board. Infantry blue cord will not be worn.  

6.B.6. The scarf will be worn with the overcoat and with the following guidance: 

Å Scarf is worn with the left tail over the right so that 1 İ inches of material is 
exposed above the collar and lapels. 

Å Exposed scarf will be parallel to the inner line of the lapel and collar. 

Å Tails of the scarf will be secured to the wearerôs body either with masking tape or a 
boot blouse. Other methods are allowed provided they are not visible when the 

overcoat is worn. 

Å Black shirt will not be visible under the scarf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.8 6.9 6.11 

6.10 
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6.C. Ceremonial Uniform w/ Blue Overcoat, Trooper Cap, and Boots 

6.C.1. The decision authority for this uniform depends on the exact circumstances 

outlined in the CERSOP and MASOP (see Annex S). Please refer to the appropriate 

document to determine proper approval authority. 

6.C.2. At its core, the overcoat is a modification to the ceremonial blue uniform due to 

external factors. It is still a ceremonial uniform and requires the same level of preparation 

and attention to detail in its preparation.  

6.C.3. The Ceremonial Uniform w/ Blue Overcoat, 

Trooper Cap, and Boots consists of the following 

items: 

Å Trooper Cap 

Å Blue Overcoat  

Å Black Undershirt 

Å Ceremonial Belt  

Å White Suspenders 

Å Trousers  

Å White Gloves (as required) 

Å Black Boots 

Å Scarf  

Å Black Dress Gloves 

6.C.4. The main components of this uniform will be worn exactly as outlined in the 

previous chapter. This uniform simply adds the Trooper Cap, Boots, and Black Gloves. 

Proper wear of the three aforementioned items will be detailed in the following pages. 

6.C.5. Due to the nature of their responsibilities, Casket Teams, Firing Parties, and 

OIC/NCOIC will continue to wear white gloves. Winter white gloves issued by CIF are 

acceptable provided they are worn to the same standard as regular white gloves. 

6.C.6 The Trooper Cap will be worn in accordance with 

the following guidance: 

Å Hat brass will be centered on the front flap and 
secured so that it is oriented perpendicular to the 

marching surface. If a center hole is not present 

one must be created between the 2 holes. 

 

 

 

6.12 

6.13 
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Å Trooper cap will be worn flaps down only, with the 
chin strap tight under the chin. Excess chin strap will 

be rerouted and secured under the buckle to 

disguise the free running end. 

Å ANC map will be carried in the pocket when wearing 
the trooper cap.  

 

 

6.C.7 Black Boots will be worn in accordance with the 

following guidance: 

Å Boots will be correct size and free of dirt, open 
seams, or tears. 

Å Boots will not be shined or treated with edge 
dressing. 

Å Pant leg will be worn outside the boot (no Airborne 
boots). 

 

 

 

6.C.8. Black Gloves will be worn in accordance with the 

following guidance: 

Å Gloves will be plain black leather with no designs, 
buckles, snaps or any other characteristic that may 

detract from a military appearance. 

Å Gloves will be the correct size and free of dirt and 
stains. 

Å Black gloves will be worn when the trooper cap is 
worn with the exception of positions noted earlier. 

 

 

 

6.14 

6.14 

6.15 

6.16 
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7.A. Rehearsal Class B (ASU) 

7.A.1. The Rehearsal Class B uniform is the principle ceremonial training and rehearsal 

uniform for all Old Guard Soldiers and will be worn during all ceremonial rehearsals and 

training conducted by The Old Guard. Females will wear the ASU female wool trousers 

and the female black hi-gloss belt. 

7.A.2. The Rehearsal Class B (ASU) uniform consists of the following items: 

Å Service Cap 

Å White Short-Sleeve ASU Shirt 

Å White T-Shirt  

Å Nameplate 

Å ASU Trousers  

Å Hi-Gloss Belt 

Å Frog  

Å White Gloves  

Å Saber / Sword and Scabbard  

Å Black Dress Socks 

Å High Gloss Shoes w/ Steel Taps  

Å Black Windbreaker (As Required) 

Å Black Windbreaker w/ Trooper Cap and Scarf (As 
Required) 

7.A.3. If not detailed in the previous sections, the uniform 

items listed above will be outlined in detail on the following 

pages.  

7.A.4. If rehearsing in inclement conditions, it is 

appropriate to modify the Rehearsal Class B (ASU) 

uniform. The following items are permitted: 

Å All-Weather Coat / Service Cap w/ Rain Cover 

Å Black Windbreaker 

Å Trooper Cap and Scarf 

7.A.5. Officers and NCOs (who are not carrying a rifle) will 

wear nameplate while rehearsing in the Rehearsal Class B 

(ASU) uniform. 

 

7.1 
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7.A.6. The white ASU Shirt will be worn in accordance 

with the guidance below: 

Å Shirt will be worn bloused in the rear using the 
outside lateral seams of the shirt. 

Å Females have the option to wear the over-

bloused (tuck out) white ASU shirt. 

Å Collar is worn open with the top button not 
fastened and pressed. 

Å Pockets are buttoned. 

Å Gig-line will be properly aligned (shirt, belt, pants). 

Å Officers and NCOs will wear gender appropriate 
epaulettes with rank. 

Å Soldiers will wear the gold rank chevrons on the 
collar placed one inch from the point of the collar. 

Å The nameplate will be worn; (no nameplate is 
worn when carrying a rifle). 

7.A.7. The black high gloss belt will be worn in 

accordance with the guidance below: 

Å Belt may be worn with either the bayonet 
scabbard or saber/sword frog.  

Å If the scabbard is worn, the second belt loop will 
be skipped to allow the scabbard to be centered 

on the gold stripe of the trousers. 

Å If the frog is worn, wearers will skip the third belt 
loop to allow for proper placement of the 

scabbard.  

  

7.3 

7.4 

7.5 7.2 
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7.B. Rehearsal Class B (AGSU) 

7.B.1. The Rehearsal Class B uniform is the secondary ceremonial training and rehearsal 

uniform for all Old Guard Soldiers and may be worn during ceremonial rehearsals and 

training conducted by The Old Guard. Females will wear the AGSU female shirt, slacks, 

and the female black hi-gloss belt. 

7.B.2. The Rehearsal Class B (AGSU) uniform consists of the following items: 

Å ASU Service Cap 

Å Heritage Tan Short-Sleeve AGSU Shirt 

Å White T-Shirt  

Å Nameplate 

Å Heritage Taupe AGSU Trousers / Slacks 

Å Hi-Gloss Belt 

Å Frog  

Å White Gloves  

Å Saber / Sword and Scabbard  

Å Black Dress Socks 

Å Black High Gloss Shoes w/ Steel Taps  

Å Black Windbreaker (As Required) 

Å Black Windbreaker w/ Trooper Cap and Scarf (As 
Required) 

7.B.3. If not detailed in the previous sections, the uniform 

items listed above will be outlined in detail on the following 

pages.  

7.B.4. If rehearsing in inclement conditions, it is appropriate 

to modify the Rehearsal Class B (AGSU) uniform. The 

following items are permitted: 

Å All-Weather Coat / Service Cap w/ Rain Cover 

Å Black Windbreaker 

Å Trooper Cap and Scarf 

7.B.5. Officers and NCOs (who are not carrying a rifle) will wear nameplate while 

rehearsing in the Rehearsal Class B (AGSU) uniform. 

 

7.6 
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7.B.6. The tan AGSU Shirt will be worn in accordance with the 

guidance below: 

Å Male shirt will be worn bloused in the rear. 

Å Current issued female shirt only comes in tuck out option 

(tuck-in design is optional). 

Å Collar is worn open with the top button not fastened and 

pressed. 

Å Pockets are buttoned. 

Å Sleeves are not creased. 

Å Gig-line will be properly aligned (shirt, belt, pants). 

Å Officers will wear gender appropriate epaulettes with rank. 

Enlisted will wear gender appropriate sew-on rank. 

Å The nameplate will be worn; (no nameplate is worn when 
carrying a rifle). 

7.B.7. The black high gloss belt will be worn in accordance with 

the guidance below: 

Å Belt may be worn with either the bayonet scabbard or 
saber/sword frog.  

Å If the scabbard is worn, the second belt loop will be skipped 
to allow the scabbard to be centered on the seam of the 

trousers/slacks. 

Å If the frog is worn, wearers will skip the third belt loop to 
allow for proper placement of the scabbard. 

 

 

 

 

 

7.8 

7.9 

7.7 

7.10 


